The 
ROBERT SERVICE 
CABIN 


This two-room log cabin, set amidst the willows and the alders on the lower slopes at 
the eastern end of the town, has long been a tourist attraction. There, Robert W. Service, 
bard of the Klondike, lived from November 1909 to June 1912. During this time he wrote 
his melodramatic novel, The Trail of Ninety-Eight, and composed his third and final volume 
of Yukon verse, Songs of a Rolling Stone. 

Service lived a spartan life. A remote figure, he was a good listener, absorbing, in his 
own words, “‘Yukon lore by every pore.’ 

The cabin, which may have been built as early as 1897 or 1898, is typical of the time — 
logs. wel! chinked with mess to keep out ihe sub-arctic cold, a doubie door, with front- 
porch. It was heated by a wood stove, and probably illuminated by coal-oil lamps in 
Service's time, although downtown Dawson had had electricity since 1899-1900. A Mrs. 
Matilda Day held the original title to the property, dating from May, 1900, but it was later 
acquired by Mrs. Edna B. Clarke, from whom Service rented it during his later sojourn in 
Dawson. — : 

The poet left Dawson for the last time on 29 June 1912, ostensibly on one of his peri- 
odic trips ‘‘outside”’ to consult with his publishers in Toronto and New York. The Dawson 

Daily News reported his departure in a few lines, without comment. By 1917 the Imperial 
Order of the Daughters of the Empire, with the owner’s rather reluctant permission, were 
promoting the little cabin as a tourist attraction to raise money for soldiers’ comforts over- 
seas. After the war, the |.0.D.E. furnished the cabin in typical miner’s style of the gold- 
rush period. Donated to the National Historic Sites Branch of Parks Canada by the City of 
Dawson, it has been restored to the period when Service lived in it. 


al 


KING STREET 


QUEEN STREET 


Go ge 


PRINCESS STREET 


ANNSAAV ISL — LSSYLS LNOYS 


AA 
Ses ee 
ere 


SNNAAV PAE 
SANNSAV Ulv 
ANNAAV 4iS 
ANNAAV 419 
SNNSAV UZ 
SNNSAV 438 


SINNAAV PU? 


HARPER STREET 


ane 
ll 


PARK STREET 


me 
iad (eae 


HaAly NO” 


TURNER STREET 


DUGAS STREET 


(1) S. S. KENO 
Re ey SANS SS peri CPT sarees Se 
@) PALACE GRAND THEATRE BENE Aire ge PN ip Sis Aer ead a NI eo 
(3) ROBERT SERVICE CABIN KLONDIKE RIVER 
4) BONANZA CREEK — (DISCOVERY CLAIM) 
(5) POST OFFICE es 


(6) BONANZA B, MINING MUSEUM 
(7) GOLD DREDGE No. 4 


a Indian and Affaires indiennes 
Northern Affairs et du Nord 


Parks Canada Parcs Canada 


Published by Parks Canada under authority of 
the Hon. Hugh Faulkner, P.C., M.P., 

» Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs 
Ottawa, 1977 


INA Publication No, QS-R026-000-EE-A1 


Pam:711.424:(*430) 
PKC2 


Parks Canada. 
The Robert Service cabin 


Pam: 711.424: (*430) 
PKC2 


Parks Canada. 
The Robert Service cabin 


ta Librar 


nT, 
0 1620 0337 527 


5274 | 


